original maps and charts are especially rare, no doubt because they were for use and not just show. Halley compiled many charts in his lifetime: of the southern stars, of the Thames approaches, of the trade winds, of the magnetic field over the Atlantic, of the tides in the English Channel, of the Croatian coast south of Rijeka (Fiume) and of harbours on it, and of the course of the total solar eclipse of 1715. Some were engraved and published, but none of the originals survive, and those that were not engraved are known only from verbal descriptions. It is frustrating in view of Halley's importance in cartography.
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